■ Press release ■

SEAT and Autometro renew the rail transport
service for vehicles between Martorell and the
Port of Barcelona
• The new contract is for a period of three years
• Autometro moves 105,000 cars annually and since 2008 more than one
million vehicles have been transported from Martorell
• This service does away with 25,000 trucks on the road every year
SEAT and Autometro, an affiliate company of FGC and COMSA Rail Transport,
have signed a contract renewal of the rail service that transports vehicles between
the SEAT production plant in Martorell and the Port of Barcelona. In operation
since 2008, this train service, operated by Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat de
Catalunya (FGC) –Catalan Regional Railway, currently transports an average of
105,000 vehicles every year.
With this signing, both companies are extending operation of the Autometro
service by a further three years. During this time, several technical studies will be
carried out that will enable complementary rail traffic and adjust the service to the
current needs of the Martorell factory. At present, these trains make three trips a
day from Monday to Friday, and are integrated in the Baix Llobregat Metro rail
service.
The Autometro service runs on the FGC’s Llobregat-Anoia line, whose track is
about 50 meters from the SEAT plant and has a branch line to connect it, and
enters in the Port of Barcelona via an access track to the unloading zone. Once in
the harbor, the vehicles are exported by means of maritime transport to their final
destination.
SEAT Vice-president for Production and Logistics Dr. Christian Vollmer stated that
“the renewal of the agreement is clear proof of SEAT’s commitment to rail
transport and an example of the benefits of collaboration between the public
and private sector. SEAT is Spain’s largest industrial export company and
needs transportation infrastructure that contributes to generating wealth in
society. SEAT will remain committed to logistics to make the distribution of
vehicles more flexible, efficient and sustainable.”
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According to FGC President Ricard Font, “this renewal demonstrates the trust
that Autometro clients place in the freight transport service managed by
FGC. The feedback we obtain from surveys for the renewal of our ISO 9001
quality management certification show high scores in key aspects for
customers, such as compliance and punctuality, high reaction capacity for
dealing with service contingencies, and fluid communication; a further
example of the excellent service offered by Ferrocarrils and the human
capital that makes it possible.”
A decade of sustainable transport
The consolidation of Autometro confirms SEAT’s and FGC’s firm global
commitment to the environment and sustainable mobility. SEAT exports more than
80% of the vehicles made in Martorell and rail transport is ecological, profitable
and efficient. Furthermore, it contributes to reducing accidents, as the Autometro
line alone does away with around 25,000 trucks annually on the route between
Martorell and Barcelona. This service relies on a 411 meter train with articulated
double-decker carriages that can carry 170 vehicles. This October, the Autometro
line posted the figure of one million vehicles transported since it opened in 2008.
Logistics aligns with Industry 4.0
SEAT is transforming its industrial processes to make the Martorell factory a
benchmark in Industry 4.0. Automation and digitalization are key factors for
ensuring that the processes are more flexible and efficient and that they respond
to customer demands. Logistics plays an essential role in Industry 4.0, and for this
reason SEAT is soon going to inaugurate a new, completely automated logistics
center, the tallest in Spain, with a capacity for 119,000 boxes and a maximum
height of 43.7 meters.
Moreover, SEAT benefits from another FGC managed rail service as well, called
Cargometro, which transports parts from the Zona Franca plant to Martorell. The
company is also innovating in road transport and was ground-breaking in Spain
with the use of 25.25 meter long gigatrucks for the transport of components.
Currently in its testing stage is a duotrailer, a 31.75 meter long truck with a 60 tone
payload capacity.
Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat de Catalunya (FGC) is a public company with more
than 150 years of history which manages and operates passenger and freight
railway lines, tourist trains and 5 mountain stations.
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FGC trains transport more than 80 million people a year, covering the metropolitan
area of Barcelona, neighboring towns (the Barcelona-Vallès and Llobregat-Anoia
lines) and the towns between Lleida and Pallars Jussà (the Lleida-la Pobla line),
contributing to the improvement of mobility in Catalonia and fostering the
economic and social dynamism of mountain regions, the fight against climate
change and the improvement of air quality.
Internationally, FGC is one of the transport companies with the world’s best
indicators in key railway management aspects, such as the lowest rate of fraud,
punctuality and coverage rate.
SEAT is the only company that designs, develops, manufactures and markets cars
in Spain. A member of the Volkswagen Group, the multinational has its
headquarters in Martorell (Barcelona), exporting 80% of its vehicles, and is
present in over 80 countries on all five continents. In 2017, SEAT obtained an after
tax profit of 281 million euros, sold close to 470,000 cars and achieved a record
turnover of more than 9.5 billion euros.
The SEAT Group employs more than 15,000 professionals and has three
production centers – Barcelona, El Prat de Llobregat and Martorell, where it
manufactures the highly successful Ibiza, Arona and Leon. Additionally, the
company produces the Ateca and the Toledo in the Czech Republic, the Tarraco
in Germany, the Alhambra in Portugal and the Mii in Slovakia.
The multinational has a Technical Centre, which operates as a knowledge hub that
brings together 1,000 engineers who are focused on developing innovation for
Spain’s largest industrial investor in R&D. SEAT already features the latest
connectivity technology in its vehicle range and is currently engaged in the
company’s global digitalization process to promote the mobility of the future.
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